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Meeting Schedule

July 26, 2004, 7:00 p.m. Work Session

I ncrease building per mit fees/Institute fee for variance applications
Discussion/Amendment to variance processregarding side yard setbacks

Appoint Audit Committee ‘%r

August 16, 2004, 7:00 p.m. Work Session
September 13, 2004, 7:00 p.m. Work Session
Introduction of Amendmentsto Sign Ordinance on Aug. 16 or Sept. 13

Events

Monday, September 6 at 10:00 a.m.
37" Annual Kensington Labor Day Parade and Festival

Labor Day Weekend
Paint the Town Art Show/Plein Air Art Happening

The Town office will be closed on Monday, September 6.
Trash pick up will be on Tuesday, September 7.

Contact us at 3710 Mitchell Street, Kensington, MD 20895
Phone: 301-949-2424; Fax: 301-949-4925;
E-mail: mayor.council@tok.org; Web Site: www.tok.org



Congratulations
Congratulations to the following residents who graduated from high school this year!
Elise J. Alkire
Angela Cacace
David Zambrano

For Your Information

Safeway
The Montgomery County Planning Board has scheduled a hearing on July 29 for
Safeway’ s plan. For more information and the time please call (301) 495-4600.

Farmers Market
The Farmers’ Market is open every Saturday from 8:00 am. — 12 noon at the Kensington
Train Station. A new organic vendor will be selling European fruits and vegetables.

Labor Day Parade
As aways to make the parade a success we need the help of many volunteers. If you are
interested in volunteering with the parade please contact Sherri Holdridge at
sholdridge@comecast.net or call 301-587-5867.

Reminder on Trash Pick Up/Recycling
Do not put trash out on the weekends before 4:00 p.m. Sunday night. Trash must be out
before 7:00 am. the day of pick up but not earlier than 4:00 p.m. the prior evening.
Please keep your trashcans clean by washing them out and lining them with thick
plastic bags that are tied. A note will be left on unsanitary trashcans that are a
health hazard and they will not be emptied. Please remember to flatten cardboard
boxes for recycling. If they are too large (larger than 3 feet by 4 feet) they must also be
folded or cut.
Tree Removal

If you see an orange circle on atreeit is hazardous and has been approved to be removed
by the State Forester. If you have any questions, please call Louise Hamilton at Town
Hall.

Building Permits Issued
Apron at 3720 Farragut Avenue
Sunroom at 10101 Kensington Parkway
Sign at 3804 Howard Avenue
Sign at 10516 Metropolitan Avenue
Kitchen roof/cabinets at 10004 Frederick Place
Sign at 10644 Connecticut Avenue
Fence at 10607 Lexington
Pool/fence at 3419 Plyers Mill Road
Fence at 10700 Connecticut Avenue
Retaining wall at 10008 Frederick Avenue




Mayor’s Report
Y ou have probably noticed the work in progress throughout the Town. Brick sidewalks
have been repaired on Montgomery Avenue and Carroll Place. Severa other small
sidewalk areas have also been repaired.

St. Paul Park isin the final stage of Phase Il work. Over the past four years this park has
had major restoration. When completed the park will be a great place for residents to
enjoy.

The gateway signs on our secondary entrances to Town have been installed. Howard
Avenue Park has new landscaping more in keeping with the feel of our old Town. The
last light post on Fawcett has been installed. The revitalization of Howard Avenue is
now complete. What an improvement to our Town!

The Town Hall/Community Center is under restoration on both the interior and exterior.
The bricks have been pressure washed, and the mortar will be repointed and repaired
according to Maryland Historic Preservation standards. The Council room and the
kitchen are being repaired and renovated. We expect to have most work in the
Community Center completed by this calendar year.

The Mayor met with Montgomery County Department of Public Works to plan a joint
program to improve Summit Avenue between Knowles and Howard Avenues. She also
met with the Historic Preservation Commission and Park and Planning staff to further
discuss the plans for Kensington Cabin. This project is still on track. However when
receiving grant funding a lot of research and preparation is required and the process is
therefore lengthy.

The Town Picnic held in June at the St. Paul Park was great fun for al who attended.
David Taylor chaired the committee and planned an afternoon of fun activities for all
ages. The ice cream and watermelon were a great success. The Kensington Lions Club
provided hot dogs and joined in the fun. A big thank you to David Taylor and the Lions
Club for planning a great event!

The Mayor, several Council Members and the Clerk-Treasurer attended the Annual
Montgomery Municipal League Convention in Ocean City. Each year the convention
draws more municipal officials from around the state as well as more vendors. The
workshops offered for training of municipal officials get better and have a higher
attendance with each convention or conference. The focus of the MML is to help make
municipa officias (both elected and appointed) better leaders. Through MML we are
offered educational workshops twice a year at the summer convention and the fall
conference. The staff is available throughout the year to answer questions and help its
members with issues that affect individual municipalities and keep all members apprised
of legislation in Annapolis that may affect the cities and towns of Maryland.

The Fourth of July Bike Parade was another great event for the children of Kensington.
Each year the parade gets bigger and better due to the skills and dedication of Margaret
Fitzpatrick. We hope Margaret will continue this volunteer service for many years to
come as she does such a splendid job. Thank you also to Geary Fitzpatrick who gives
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Margaret a hand on the Fourth each year. We thank the Kensington Volunteer Fire
Department. for once again leading our bikers on the parade route. Thanks to all who
helped it was afun and great event.

The police officers we hired to patrol our streets have had an effect on traffic violators.
We have seen a decrease in some traffic violations. We advise you to obey the traffic
laws for your own safety and the safety of others.

We wish all of our residents a happy and safe summer.

Council’s Report

Aswe look to the year ahead, we are excited to work with the Mayor and Town residents
in achieving many great things for our Town. Some of our top project priorities will be
(not necessarily in order of importance): (1) to begin the process of sector plan review to
ensure that our common goals for growth, development and zoning are met; (2) further
renovation of Town Hall to provide better workspace for our staff, necessary building
renovations, and the addition of soundproofing elements so that Armory neighbors are
not disturbed by rentals; (3) support for a renovated Safeway with further enhancements
to the streetscape surrounding the building, including landscaping and lighting; (4)
support for development of the old cement plant property to include additional parking
for both commuters and Town businesses; (5) continue to work with the State Highway
Administration and the County on pedestrian safety, speeding and gridlock issues along
Connecticut Avenue; (6) further enhancement of the recreation opportunities in Town by
supporting the HOC’s move and transformation of its current home into a modified
recreation center, reopening the log cabin in Kensington Park for community events and
supporting the municipa events we al enjoy each year; (7) ensuring that a necessary -
and costly - maintenance schedule for a solid infrastructure is met, to include repairs to
streets, sidewalks, bridges, and storm drains ; and (8) an upgraded website that is content-
rich and interactive allowing residents to feel more connected to the operations of their
Town Government.

We are committed to continued commercia revitalization, support for our historic
district, and care for our parks and recreational areas. Our agenda is ambitious and our
budget is tight. We know that funds from the state and county will not in the coming
years be as generous as they have been. But working together, we are sure that we can
continue to make Kensington an even more wonderful placeto live.

Committee Information

Traffic Committee

Meeting held June 30, 2004 (minutes available for citizen review at Town Hall or via
email upon request)

Topics discussed included traffic enforcement, Wake/Frederick/Kent restrictions, Town
snow ordinance and pedestrian safety. The committee concurred to recommend
consulting further with the traffic engineer for Wake/Frederick/Kent. The committee
concurred to recommend several changes to the Town’'s snow ordinance enforcement.
The committee concurred to focus on pedestrian safety at the upcoming meeting.
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Next Meeting: early September (Reminder to committee members to let Al Carr know
whether Thursday Sept 2™ or Thursday Sept 9" is the better date.) The committee has
vacancies for the following streets: Baltimore St. west, Fawcett St., Ferndale, Kent,
Montgomery, Perry Ave, Prospect, Summit, Frederick Ave, Mannakee St., St. Paul St,
Warner St east. If you are interested in serving, please contact the Town Office.

Commercial Revitalization
Promotions Group Meeting on July 15, 2004
The Group is discussing the $10,000 revitalization budget approved in the 2004-05
budget. The consensus of the group from the previous meeting was that basic marketing
(website, signage on Connecticut Avenue, brochure/map) should be the priority.
Next Meeting: The Promotions group will continue meeting this summer. Contact
Council Member Timlin for date and time.

Sign Committee
The Mayor created this Committee (Chaired by Chris Bruch) to offer some new
perspectives on modifications to the sign ordinance. Meeting held July 7, 2004 (minutes
availablefor citizen review at Town Hall)
Next Meetings: July 21, Aug 4, Aug 18 (all at 6:30 p.m.)

Town Meeting
May 24, 2004
A public hearing was held at 7:30 p.m. on the fiscal year 2004-2005 budget. Council
Member Timlin requested that the funds for hiring a revitalization devel opment person be
increased. The majority of the Council concurred that the amount in the budget would be
sufficient to begin with for fiscal year 2004-2005.

Mayor Raufaste called the Meeting to order at 7:45 p.m. with Council Members Carr,
Cowan, Pfautz, and Timlin, Director of Operations Furman, and Clerk-Treasurer Engels
present. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. A Moment of Silence was observed.

The Mayor and Council discussed a proposed re-subdivision on Nash Place. The
resident requesting the re-subdivision from MNCPPC was present and explained that she
wanted to re-subdivide two lots into three lots in order to build a house. The neighbors
that were present spoke in favor of the re-subdivision. The Council expressed concerns
over parking, and the possibility of future variance issues that might arise from creating
three smaller lots. The Council also noted that there was not unanimous neighbor support
for the proposed re-subdivision.

Residents asked questions of those running for reelection. The Mayor, Council Member
Pfautz, and Council Member Carr stated their projects and goals. Council Member Carr’s
goalg/projects included a lighting ordinance, traffic issues, and pedestrian safety. Council
Member Pfautz's goals/projects included traffic issues, support of business and historic
district, revitalization, parks, and appropriate use of the HOC site. The Mayor’'s
goals/projects included revitalization of the Town, including street and sidewalk work,
continued work on Town Hall and obtaining parking at Gould property.



Council Member Pfautz discussed adding a new regulation to the code to limit driveway
widths to ten feet. The Council suggested that limiting the width would still alow large
driveways and that the length or impervious area may also need to be restricted. The
Council will discuss further at the next Work Session.

Council Member Cowan discussed changing the criteria for granting a variance (Section
5-104 (c) (1) changing “or” to “and”) and allowing projections into the ten foot side yard
setback. The Council will look at specific examples to see the effect of some of the
changes and discuss further at the July 26th Work Session.

Council Member Carr will send MML two suggestions for the legidative committee.
The suggestions were to make street light maintenance competitive and to allow use of
the historic state tax credit for utility undergrounding in the historic district.

The Minutes from the April 26 and May 3, 2004 were reviewed.
The Mayor and Council presented monthly reports.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.

Council Actions
Council Member Cowan moved to adopt the proposed budget for fiscal year 2004-2005.
Council Member Pfautz seconded and the motion passed with a 3 to 1 vote. Council
Member Timlin opposed the motion.

Council Member Pfautz moved that the Council not support the preliminary plan being
proposed for Nash Place subdivision of proposed lots 15, 16, and 17 citing concerns
raised during Council discussion. Council Member Cowan seconded and it passed
unanimously.

Council Member Pfautz moved to approve the minutes from April 26 and May 3, 2004.
Council Member Timlin seconded and it passed unanimously.

Special Meeting

June 7, 2004 at 6:30 p.m.
Mayor Raufaste, Council Member Timlin, Council Member Pfautz, and Council Member
Carr were present. A specid meeting was held to discuss an upcoming Historic
Preservation Commission (HPC) hearing on 4010 Prospect Street.

Council Member Pfautz moved to support the recommendation of the Kensington Local
Advisory Panel (LAP) for the proposal on 4010 Prospect Street. Council Member Timlin
seconded and it passed unanimously. Council Member Carr, not present at the time of
the motion (arrived later), concurred with the decision. The Council also recommended
that the HPC inform this property owner and any other property owners in the Historic
Didtrict that the Town Council is in support of the Vision of Kensington especidly as it
pertains to lot coverage.

The Mayor and Council will recommend Dr. Cooper to the HPC for the LAP.



Work Session/Town Meeting
June 14, 2004 at 7:00 p.m.
A public hearing was held on a variance request for 10004 Frederick Avenue. The
property owners requested a variance for an encroachment of three feet into the ten-foot
side yard setback on the west side. There was no opposition from the neighbors.

A public hearing was held on a variance request for 3415 Oberon Street. The property
owner requested a variance for an encroachment of four feet into the twenty five-foot
front yard setback. There was no opposition from neighbors.

The Work Session commenced at 7:30 p.m., Mayor Raufaste, Council Members Carr,
Cowan, Pfautz, and Timlin, Director of Operations Furman, Code Enforcement Officer
Hamilton, and Clerk-Treasurer Engels were present and the following issues were
addressed.

The Mayor and Council discussed raising fees for building permits and instituting a fee
for variance applications. This will be discussed further with specific examples at the
next work session along with a discussion on possible amendments to the variance
process regarding side yard setbacks. The Council concurred to post signs on properties
with variances pending and to charge a fee/deposit for the signs.

A meeting will be set up with the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) and HPC
staff to discuss the HAWP process and protection of the Town's historic district.

The project list was reviewed and updated. The Mayor will set up a meeting with our
delegates to discuss traffic issues. The Mayor reported that SHA had notified her that the
reconfiguration of the intersection of Armory Avenue and Connecticut Avenue would be
moving forward. Council Member Carr noted that the Traffic Committee had discussed
the Town’s snow removal ordinance at their March meeting and will discuss it again at
an upcoming meeting. Council Member Carr will follow-up on the Town’ s request to the
Montgomery County Department of Public Works and Transportation to consider
improvements at the intersection of Summit and Knowles.

The Code Enforcement Officer discussed code enforcement issues. A no dumping sign
will be put up at Kensington Parkway and Oberon Street. Notification will be given to
residents in the next Town Journal regarding upcoming tree removal.

The Public Works Director gave areport on current work being accomplished.

The monthly correspondence was reviewed.

Residents from Rock Creek Hills and other areas outside of Town were present and
expressed concerns over the enforcement of the no left turn restrictions on Wake Drive
and Kent Street. They were invited to send a representative to an upcoming traffic
committee meeting.

Mayor Raufaste called the Town Meeting to order at 9:25 p.m. with Council Members
Carr, Cowan, Pfautz, and Timlin, Director of Operations Furman, and Clerk-Treasurer
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Engels present. A Moment of Silence was observed for Shirley Gillespie, a dedicated
volunteer for the Town over many years, who recently passed away.

The minutes from May 24 and June 7 were reviewed.

The Mayor informed residents that Safeway will be presenting revised plans to the
planning board on July 29 and the Town will review and comment on them at the next
work session.

The Mayor and Council will send a letter, after the draft has been revised, to Pepco
regarding the Town’'s interest in having utilities underground. (The letter was
subsequently sent to Pepco on June 15th.)

Council Member Carr will gather information from Institute for Governmental Services
on the different structures of government.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.
Council Actions

Council Member Cowan moved to approve the variance as requested for an
encroachment of three foot into the ten foot side yard setback on the west side for 10004
Frederick Avenue for the following reasons. the unusual configuration of the lot, it is not
detrimental to adjoining property owners/community, and it is no closer than the existing
house. Council Member Timlin seconded and it passed unanimously with the Mayor
concurring.

Council Member Timlin moved to approve the variance as requested for an encroachment
of four feet into the twenty five-foot front yard setback at 3415 Oberon Street because it
was not detrimental to adjoining property owners/community. It was noted by the
homeowner that the adjoining lot is not buildable. Council Member Cowan seconded and
it passed unanimougly.

Council Member Pfautz moved to approve the minutes from May 24, 2004 Town
Meeting and June 7, 2004 Special Meeting. Council Member Timlin seconded and it
passed unanimously.

Council Member Cowan moved to reallocate revenue and expense items in the fiscal year
2003/2004 budget as follows:

Transfer $250 from General Miscellaneous Expense to Office Equipment Expense.
Transfer $2,300 from Town Hall Equipment Expense to Office Equipment Expense.
Transfer $250 from General Miscellaneous Expense to Drug Testing Expense. Increase
Miscellaneous Revenue by 10,000. Increase Landscaping Expense by 10,000. Increase
Open Space Grant/Parks Revenue by $26,028 and increase Park Equipment/Maintenance
and Repairs Expense by $26,028. Transfer $73,000 from Bridge Reconstruction Expense
to Sidewalk Maintenance/Reconstruction Expense. Transfer $22,676 from Stormwater
Expense to Landscaping Expense $5,000, Vehicle Maintenance/Repair Expense $4,000,
Disposa Costs Expense $5,000, Park Equipment/Maintenance and Repairs Expense
$8,676. Council Member Timlin seconded and it passed unanimously.
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Special Meeting to Set Council Responsibilities
July 5, 2004
Mayor Raufaste, Council Member Carr, Council Member Pfautz, and Council Member
Timlin were present to discuss the division of Council responsibilities.

The Council set responsibilities for the coming year as follows: Al Carr, Traffic and
Safety; Glenn Cowan, Finance and Land Use Planning; Leanne Pfautz, Parks and
Infrastructure; Sara Timlin, Revitalization and Strategic Planning. Council Member
Pfautz will continue as Mayor Pro Tem.

Al Carr and Leanne Pfautz were sworn in as Council Members effective July 1, 2004.
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